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Like plenty of bird action? Well, join the club

iamderbirg Hunting Club is Iocatsd 80
Im '|t 5 southwest of Houston as the water
frrer] iy

‘-.rh'J'[_.\I-'-nl-.' of them do at the private

iting property near the coastal fown of
alavios on Matagorda Bay.

e club s e Y WAy 10 the oud
doors™ i wil-in-the-wool waterfowiers

Club owners Todd Stecle and Manl
MeDonald put a hunter's success at Lhe top
of thir list of goals in making the business
spcoesstul — and it working,

We svant to provide a good o
experience,” Steele said.

And one of The major reasons Steele and
MeDomald have made the venture fiv is
they know how o handle the pressure.

“When the hunting prossure goes up, the
hunting guality goes down, " Steslz sald

The elub is unlike an uncontrofled
Unmanaged PIIVEIE ICasE ™ where there may
e & fabmlons conple of weeks, bur after that
it drops off,” MclDonald said.

I'hu"n-LIrTIJi:-:Iu[=-:1'¢.-[+.*~1|[11.Ivr  umigue for-
mula that spreads the hunling pressure
aroumnd to where thr.—n*.ﬂw:qw will be somy
ponds with plenty of bird acton.

"We make .1di~.1:ﬁ1n:u-m= on how 1o huni
the property,” MeDonald said. “We may
bunt ponds 1, 2 and 3today and 4, 5 and 6
tomaormow,.”

This formuls makes sure there s
consistent hunting” at all times.

And don't worry about hanling ;1[:111;:,
decoys, All of the club’s blinds have decoys,

And no mz Jl‘hT how long one may have
DEEN-a member, “we show ; ZETD parl |._|||"-.

wtd oo

“quality;

BIRDFEST: Thunderburd Hunting Club co-cwner

membars g8t whal thay came for — “a pood

tiy where the hunters are heading out that
dav to bag some waterfowl,

Clhib member draw cards (o detenmine
what area they hunt that outing. “ Like last
wiek we had a party of 11 and the one who
drew the ace of spades got first choice,”
Steele said.

*The formula for dur success is provide
good habitat, limit the number of mem
bers, work fand and resi the wateriow,” he

Pau! McDonald, second from the night
BT 00 sx[EErience. x

makes sure club

said.

'L’-.'atu_'rr'uwl humting is the "bread and but
ter” of the business, but the club has added
.n'Tu’muuﬂ:- amembership

day’s outing can consist of some water-
Jn'lwl hunt ing in (he momming and fishing in
the afternoon. Those hunters who gquickly
reach their bird Bmit before lunchtime
have the apportunity Lo head to Matagonda

Bay with guide Ray Sexton and do some

He's pro I‘u"l'\ ome of rlp-
" M Domald sa

wisde-fishing. “
et feachiers 1 have seen
of Sexton

I'he club offer members a weekly hunting
report of "what was done on the ',;r-_rp-_r'.'v. :
the week bef MeDonald said

Cratdoor adventures at Thunderbind are
venr-rotnd

Membersiiip alsoindudes housing at the
lodge, which has 24 bunks, satellite TV, full
cookime Tacilities, barboecue arills, bird
cleaning facilifies and high i'.'-m_-| skeet
shootimgr, '

Having their own day jobs, the owness
do not depemd aoncthe the club for their
livelihviod, but operate the club for the
pleasure of enjoying the outdoors.

Thunderbird was frunded in 19586 and
“wierve ot people who have hunted with us
ever since,” McDonald saitd, pointing ou
camaraderic plavs a big role in the club's
SLICCESS.

TFone decdes to become a member —
one has o e ready to handle the success of
Ihunderbird’s great outdoors adventure.

Other activities include;

Dowe Hunting

Guided Quail Hunting

Freshwater Fishing \

Guided Saltwater Fishing

Guided Hog Hunting

Deer & Hog Hunting on Leases

Guided Alligatar Hunls

Guided Of-5eason Photography

Skeet Shooting

Oxf-Season Dog Trair ninds
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